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ASYLUM SEEKERS — UNACCOPMANIED CHILD DETAINEES 

534. Hon ALISON XAMON to the Minister for Child Protection: 

I refer to the unaccompanied child detainees who are scheduled to be deported to Malaysia. 

(1) Does the minister hold concerns that unaccompanied children deported to Malaysia will suffer any 
detrimental impact of a significant nature on the child’s wellbeing? 

(2) Has the Department for Child Protection made reasonable inquiries to ascertain whether the parents can 
be found for the unaccompanied children in detention at Christmas Island, and whether a suitable adult 
relative or other suitable adult can be found who is willing and able to care for the children? 

(3) Does the minister consider that unaccompanied children deported to Malaysia are likely to suffer 
physical, sexual, emotional or psychological abuse, and neglect? 

(4) If yes to (3), does the minister have concerns that the unaccompanied children’s current guardian would 
be placing the children in need of protection and care by deporting the unaccompanied children to 
Malaysia? 

(5) Will the Department for Child Protection take the children into provisional protection and care? 

(6) Will the minister take any action to protect unaccompanied children from the risk of deportation to 
Malaysia on their own? 

The PRESIDENT: Once again, that question is more of a question we might expect to hear in the federal 
Parliament rather than the state Parliament, but the Minister for Child Protection may wish to answer some 
elements of it. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 

(1) Yes, I am very genuinely concerned for the wellbeing of these children and I think the policy of sending 
young unaccompanied children to Malaysia is very inhumane and unethical. However, these matters are 
the jurisdiction of the commonwealth government and are not matters for the state government of 
Western Australia to determine. 

(2) No. It is the responsibility of the commonwealth government to determine these children’s backgrounds 
and family histories, and whether there are suitable adults to care for these children. Should the 
commonwealth government identify a carer in Western Australia, the Department for Child Protection 
can accept a request to assess their suitability, as it has done previously. 

(3) I cannot comment as I do not know the condition of these children or the circumstances or conditions in 
Malaysia. However, I consider the policy of sending unaccompanied children to Malaysia to be 
inhumane and unethical. I have not been to Malaysia, but I have certainly been to the orphanages in 
Cambodia, and that was heartbreaking. The children that I saw there will now have a chance because 
there is an Australian woman who has an orphanage over there and helps these children. These are little 
ones who are sold into sexual slavery and who go begging in the streets. One little girl was seven years 
of age—she was not in that orphanage, she was in another one. She remembers being sold when she 
was four years of age and she was taken to a big house where, the next day, they were put out on the 
streets as beggars. When she was not making enough money rattling her little tin, they held her down 
with a blowtorch and blowtorched half her little face. Then they put her back out on the streets to see if 
she could make some more money. When that did not work, the police got her and gave her to the 
orphanage. I do not know what conditions are in Malaysia, as I said, and I am glad that I did not see that 
little girl, because I do not have a heart that could look at that sort of thing. It really upsets me, and it 
upsets me that this federal government is going to be so inhumane as to send unaccompanied children 
into Malaysia, where Australians will not have — 

Hon Sue Ellery: Then why doesn’t the state government intervene with the feds to see what they can do? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: This is your federal government and your Greens government. 

Hon Alison Xamon: It is not the Greens doing this, by any stretch of the imagination! 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! Let the minister finish her answer. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: 

(4) I consider this would be of grave concern for the commonwealth government. 

(5) The government of Western Australia has no jurisdiction over children in immigration detention at 
Christmas Island. 
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(6) Yes, I will write to the federal Minister for Immigration and Citizenship to express my deep concerns 
on this matter. I hope that every Western Australian Labor Party member and every Green and National 
member of Parliament does also. 

 


